Jknew we had a great race.” Although
<o the team did not wia the championship,

~ing-line, they were greeted by a swarm

800 meters of the state race was ex-
‘remely fast, due to the quality of the
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Cross Country, Water Polo Finish Strong At State

Cross Country Captures Third
Place; Best Finish Since 1961

BY Joun CHRISTIE AND BEN Rosario
SPORTS REPORTERS

“Ten vears of hard work came to a head Saturday as SLUH’s
cross-couniry team captured its first state trophy in the Jim Linhares
The team finished third in one of the most compcuuvc state
meets in Missourt history.

"It was unbelievable,”

€rd,

said hde coach J uanhaxu “When I
first saw the finishing places, 1 didn’t

think we had it, but when I saw the times

the third place finish remains a great
accomplishment,
- AAs thetop seven jogged Lo the star(-

of sereaming Jr. Billiken fans. The first

competition.

“The key to our whole race was

vetting 4 good start, 7 said senior captain
Chris Graesser. _WL didn’t get lost dnd
caught in back of the pack of runners.
- The intensity of the start and the
fast first mile took many runners out of
therace: however, the Jr. Billsresponded
well to the challenge. The entire team
ran tough second and third miles, put-
ting them in-goéd pesition to \,dpmru a
state trophy i

Although:tlie team was led by the
18th place finish of Ben Rosario, the
hero of the tace was junior Ken Re-
ichert. Reichert passed more than twenty
people in the Tast half mile to finish 41st, right on the heels of senior
Jobn Christie, Who finished 39th.

The team was also helped by the stellar performance of its two
sophomiores: Ted Snodgrass ran a-strong race finishing in 58th place,
fourthon the team. His counterpart, Murphy O’ Brien, finished 62nd.
Seniors Chris Graesser and Scott Lauer rounded outthe top seven in
thelr last race as Jr. Bills.

The téam has been ‘inspired all season by its coaching staff.
Three ol the five coaches ran for SLUH in high school and helped to
build the program into a stale power,

When he accep’t'cd the trophy, Linhares said he couldn’t stop
thinking about all of the people from the last ten years that helped
make this possible.”

The runners were also helped along Saturday by a large and
vocal fan base. More than 20 members of the team who were not
running the race painted themselves blue and covered tl‘u. course

cheering for the Jr. Bills.

. CHARLES MERRIOTT
Senior Ben Rosario
runs his way to an
eighteenth place.

Water Polo Finishes S econd”

BY JON NAVARRO
SPORTS REPORTER

Last weekend atthe St. Peters” Rec-Plex. Coach Charlie Busenhai '
Polobills came within one game of defending their staté title.
the week the Jr. Bills rallied in their quarter- and semiifinal games &
reach the finals against Mary Institute-Country Day School.

‘The team faced off ugainst Oakville a week age Wednesday
“ Qakville showed life in the firs( quarter. but SLUH s experience showed
through and soon wore down the Tigers. They defeated Oakville by
score of 10-7. =

Next the team faced Parkway Central in the semifinal round. The
team. had played Central during the regular season at Forest Pack
Community College, but with no shallow end advantage at the Rec-I'en
Busenhart was worried about Central’s strong swimming ability

The Ir. Bills took the carly lead but soon discovered the
Central team. Throughouttherestof the ginethe Colts were ableto st
closeto the the Jr. Bills. Everyltime the team scored C enitral was abic
answer wi '

Farher w

alentaf the

/ith one of its own which left the came ted, [lat in the fourth
quarter; Ihe team scored its cighth goal und the Colts were nat ..!‘
recover.

“Our defense did its job (o getus cutof the game and into the lvmi
said team captain and goalie Tim O Connell.

On Saturday night the Polobills
lasttime. The game started off quickly for the Jr. Bills with Mait/ {inding
the back of the nel within a minute of the start. The Rams strength anc
speed was quickly realized. though. when they retaliated with in one
minute of SLUH’s goal. )

Athalftime, the Jr. Bills wailed MICDS by ascoreof 3-2 Butwih
afew quick and effective strikes thanks to stong cross goal passing.
team was able
o _bring
within

faced off against the Rams tor the

e
J21N

seore

one gual by
the ‘
third penod

The

beliet

sud ol e

Rams™
conditioniny
quivkiny
s how ol
throughas the
; CHARLES WOODARD T R ¥4 7 gy
Coaches Busenhart and Baudendistel give
words of wisdom to team before game
with MICDS, who they lost to, 10-5.

counter-at

tacked the 3

; Bills daind
pulled away from them for geod. The team still managed to fight hard
despite the players’ weariness. hut the Rams tinally wore SLUIH down
and were able to defeat them (o claim the state title.

“The Rams’ better conditioning really showed through in (m fcorth
quarter. Even though we played our best game of the year [the Rapis]
were able to put the ball in the net while we hit the crosshar”™

‘The Polobills ended their season second in the state with its onhy
losses o MICDS, the state champions. FEven though the team came up
one game short, the season showed that the Jr. Bills continved then
tradition of excellence and sportsmanship
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Raqueteers Back For More

BY Tom WyRICH
CORE STAFF

The defending State Champions are
hack.

Afteragreal season last year, in which
they won the state tournament and fin-
ished in the top five in the national tourna-
ment, the SLLUH racquetball teamn is ready
to defend their title this year.

This year SLUH racquetball will
again boast the largest program in the
country, with six teams and a total of 36
players, including alternates.

The team was almost granted permis-
sion o have two varsity teams, but the
other coaches in the league would only
agree if the second varsity couldn’t com-
pete in state, something Coach Joseph P.
Koestner and the team would not agree to.

Trying to replicate last year’s undis-
puted record will be tough for the Varsity
team, even though itis almost unchanged.
Senior Jeff Rombach, a First Team All-

Star for the past two years, will remain as
the number one singles seed, followed by
seniors Tim Hodits, Kevin Sinwell, Jason
Schlude, Jason Stockmann, and junior
Brendan Buehre.

The major change will be at varsity
doubles, where the team of senior Matt
Stewart and junior Scott Ziegler will try to
repeat last year’s state-winning perfor-
mance by Tom Dickmeyer and Ted
Norwood.

Like most years, the biggest chal-
lenge for the Docbills will be the state
tournament and holding off rivals Park-
way Central and DeSmet.

The Varsity and JV-1 teams beat ri-
vals Parkway Central hands down, not
losing a single match. JV-3, 4, and 5 all
won their matches this week also.

Schlude said, “We are actually pretty
confident about state, but we are aiming
higher,” which, according to Koestner, is
to “aim for winning the nationals.”

Busenhart Freezes Over

BY JOHN GLENNON
SPORTS REPORTER
With the skinpies and parkas tucked
away after another outstanding water polo
season, multi-coach Charlie Busenhart
now takes the SLUH bockey team helm.
The 1997-98 Mid-States High School
hockey season appears to be very promis-
ing for the Jr. Bills. SLUH hockey has not
seen this much varsity experience since it
made the state final four during the 1993-
94 season,
The core of this year’s experience

lies in nine returning forwards, including
six seniors, and five defensemen. Sopho-
more net-minder Adam Thomson has
proved that he will be able to hold his own
in several outstanding performances in
SLUH’s summer league and in the single
pre-season game against Vianney, which
the Bills lost 4-3.

Many playersand coaches are calling
SLUH’s first line the best in the league.
This year’s senior captains are Josh Fran-
klin, Ryan Barry and Jerry McNieve. See
nextweek’s Prep News for more hockey.

i Charles Wooda
Senior Justin Woodard prelpares
to shoot the ball in warm-ups
before the MICDS game.
Woodard helped lead the team
against MICDS at the Rec-Plex in
St. Peter’s,

SPARTAN ROMP

Charles Merriott

The top twelve members of the Cross Country team pose for a picture at
Jefferson City for the state final. The team placed third at the competition.

(from &)

Backed by agood sized studentcheer
ing section. the Jr. Bills continued
control play. While still in the first halt’
Taylor Twellman sentalooping passovet
the head of a Knights defender and ont
the foot of Tim Gibbons. Gibbons t0oN
two dribbles and buried the ball in thy
goal.

Dave Minges extended his scoring
streak to three games when he whollopet
a Joe Orso pass in the second half. Thd
pass from Orso came off of a4 valiang
effort on his part, where he beat twe
defenders and placed the cross onto thy
foot of Minges.

Netninder Brian Missey recorded
the shutout for the Jr. Bills. He came up
with a couple of magnificent saves ind
cluding a stop of a breakaway in the firsy
half.

Next up for the squad is the Spartany
of DeSmet on Saturday for the Sty
Quarterfinals. DeSmet upset Chaminadg
in sectional play. The winner will ad-
vance 10 Semitinals.




