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With TLC,
art gallery
returns to
original
purpose

BY SAM HEAGNEY
FEATURES EDITOR
hen students venture
into the second floor
of the J-wing, they often peel
to off to the right or left, ig-
noring the art gallery right
in front of them. The art de-
partment hopes to turn that
neglect into curiosity through
the transition of J223 into a
full-time art gallery.

The art department is
still developing what the gal-
lery will look like for the com-
ing year. It will kick off with
student artwork purchased
by the school over the past 18
years.

“(These student pieces)
have been pushed around,
said Bugnitz. “We decided we
wanted a home for them to be
shown off”

“I like students to know
their art has a place) said
Rebholz.

The department has
looked into opening the gal-
lery for alumni to submit
works or possibly holding a
show of art produced exclu-
sively by faculty members.

“It's a way to bring it all
together in a professional set-
ting where it's more easily ac-
cessible,” said Rebholz.

While describing her
hopes for the gallery and its
relationship to the rest of the
school, Bugnitz referenced
the inscription on the St.
Louis Art Museum’s south fa-
cade, “Art still has truth; take
refuge there]” expressing the
hope that the room can be a
place for students and faculty
to find refuge amidst the hec-
tic St. Louis U. High day and
relax in the peaceful presence
ofart.

“I imagine the space
would be an inspiration to
students both in and out of
art classes,” said Powers.

The transition from stu-
dio to gallery was also a cru-
cial decision for the teachers
because it provides them with
a space to critique art. Cri-
tiquing has been difficult for
teachers to oversee in years

continued on page 5

Alumni form
archives
committee

BY SAM CHECHIK
CORE STAFF

“ hat can we do to help
the school achieve its
mission?”

Terry Donohue, 63,
posed this question to Presi-
dent David Laughlin after
proposing the idea of creat-
ing an archive of St. Louis U.
High materials.

Donohue formed a group
of alumni from his class after
their 50th reunion to create a
gift to give back to the school
that celebrates SLUH’s 200
year anniversary. Donahue
recruited four other members
from the class of ’63—Norm
Thomas, Lee Schilligo, Ron
Horst, and Bob St. Vrain—to
work on the archive. Another
member of their class, Frank
Pawloski, has helped compil-
ing most of the sports statis-
tics and information.

“We are really looking
to celebrate our tradition and
excellence for our bicenten-
nial, so the genesis of the ar-
chivists committee was with
several dedicated alumni who
are very passionate about
the high school,” said Direc-
tor of Communications Ben
DuMont. “We've got a lot of
good stories to tell, is what it
all comes down to. How can
we tell the story of St. Louis
U. High in a way that really
captures the tradition and ex-
cellence of the high school?
That’s really the mission.”

Informally  nicknamed
the “Archivists Committee,”
the group has begun to gather
materials.

Right now, the archivists
are gathering their archive
materials from different parts
of the school, like closets
in the Ignatian Conference
Room or in the basement.

“This is all spread out all
over the school,” said Hurst.

“But it’s also elsewhere,”
said St. Vrain. “There’s a lot
of St. Louis history, which in-
cludes the history, if not just
formally of the school, but
also a lot of the alumni who
have done significant things.”

There are three possible
outcomes from the archivists,
and they all have to do with
putting something together

continued on page 5

After Friday nights win over Vianney, Kornfeld accpeted the game ball from longtime AD, Dick Wehner.
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200 wins later, Kornfeld recalls his first

BY Trm NiLE AND KEITH THOMAS

SPORTS EDITORS

On a sweltering September after-
noon in 1988, Gary Kornfeld
stood on the sidelines of Bishop Du-
Bourg’s football field in his first foot-
ball game as St. Louis U. High's head
coach. His team beat the St. Mary’s
Dragons (St. Mary’s did not have a
football field at the time) 24-0. Ko-
rnfeld recently captured his 200th
and 201st wins at SLUH, making him
the winningest football coach in the
schools history. His legacy has carried
on to the present day.

“I still have that football up, my

first football,” said Kornfeld. “I don’t
remember a lot about it. I remember
T was very happy that I got my first
win.”

The 1988 football team was one
built on excellence. Players like Mike
Hohl, Doug Sansone, Greg Colombo,
Tom Johnston, and quarterback Tom
Purcell were at the core of Kornfeld’s
first SLUH team.

The team was more offense-
based—compared to previous coach
Paul Martel’s rigid defensive teams—
and that approach led the team from
a 2-8 record in 1987 to an 8-2 record
in Kornfelds first year in ’88; the team

eventually lost to McCluer North
in the district tournament. In his
first season as head coach, Kornfeld
turned a losing team into a winning
one, leading the team to its best re-
cord in three years.

What Kornfeld brought to the
table was a new approach to SLUH
football, an approach that would
eventually bring in the most wins in
SLUH history.

“Coach Kornfeld was just very
energetic, had a lot of energy, a lot
of enthusiasm,” said current teacher
Dan See, who was an assistant coach

continued on page 4

BY ETHAN MCINTYRE AND
JosEPH REZNIKOV
FEATURES EDITOR AND STAFF

he 10th Annual Forest
Park Cross Country Fes-
tival will return to Forest Park
this weekend. Although the
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Festival will be held in a new
venue due to a permit dispute
over Central Fields, the flow
of the region’s largest meet
will not change.

Lining up on the
100-meter long starting line

with hundreds of other run-
ners, participants in the an-
nual festival wonder if they
will ever compete on such a
massive stage again as they
look around and see the thou-
sands of fans screaming and
cheering them on. For some
runners, the Festival works as
a preview of the State Cham-
pionship in November, but
for others it is simply a cel-
ebration of hard work and a
chance to enjoy the big-time
atmosphere without the knee-
buckling pressure.

The Festival, which has
been put on for the last 10
years, is the largest event
hosted by St. Louis U. High.
It consistently draws more
than 4,000 participants and
thousands of fans to Forest

XC Festival reaches decade; features 4,000 athletes

Park, making it one of the
largest meets in the Midwest
Region—the only high school
meets that come even close to
its size are the Missouri State
Cross Country Champion-
ships and the Nike Cross Na-
tionals competitions. To put it
in perspective, the 2014 Nike
Cross Regionals Competition
hosted 1,700 runners and the
Missouri State Championship
typically sees 1,300 partici-
pants.

When SLUH played
CBC in the state semifinal
football game in 2014, there
were 4,000 people in atten-
dance. There are 4,000 ath-
letes scheduled to compete
at the Festival, and planners
expect 6,000 fans—totaling

continued on page 4 -
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Kornfeld runs combine for plentiful harvest bundle of wins

(continued from page 1)

for Kornfeld’s first season at
the helm of the SLUH football
program. “He was a lot of fun
to work with, it just seemed
liked he was always in a good
mood. He was really good
with me, just patiently teach-
ing me some of the ideas that
he was trying to implement
in the program. He really was
trying to change the way we
did things, especially offen-

to look to find a coach,” said
former athletic director Dick
Wehner. “We didn’t even open
it up; we knew we had some-
one special on staff, and that
was Gary””

The game of football has
changed in many aspects over
the years.

“Back when I first started
in this business, and nine of
those years were with coach

back coach who played at
Northwestern. He also cred-
ited track star Eric Hunt, who
went on to Brown University
and returned to help coach
receivers and safeties, and
Jake Corrigan, who coaches
the linebackers. Offensive and
defensive lines assistant Kyle
Schnettgoecke, who played
with Kornfelds son at the
University of Illinois, came to
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Kornfeld’s career didn’t
start in the head coaching po-
sition—he started under Mar-
tel, who won 200 games in his
tenure as football head coach
at SLUH. Kornfeld came from
Perryville, Missouri, where
he coached the high school
team. In the following weeks
after leaving Perryville, Korn-
feld was at Duffy Daugherty’s
Coach of the Year clinic in
downtown St. Louis when his
college coach talked to Mar-
tel, who told Kornfeld of an
opening at SLUH in the phys-
ical education department.

“That’s when I met Paul
(Martel),” said Kornfeld. “He
told me get your application
in and do this and do that. I
was with Paul for nine years.
Great nine years. I think the
biggest thing that I learned
from Paul is that you need
change. You can't keep doing
the same thing over and over.
He would always make sure
that he was at the forefront of
what was new in the football
business. And in my tenure—
my 27 years—there has been
so much new.”

‘When Martel stepped
down, the choice for the next
football coach was simple.

“We didn't even have

Martel, football was a little
bit more simplified,” said Ko-
rnfeld. “Most of the schools
there was either two or three
offenses they were running,
most of the schools there was
two defenses they were run-
ning. It has become more di-
versified, more sophisticated.”

But as Martel taught him,
Kornfeld has always changed
how he has coached. De-
pending on the layout of his
team, Kornfeld builds on the
strengths of the players.

“He was always the guy
who was trying to learn the
latest newest things,” said See,
referencing Kornfeld’s coach-
ing style. “I've seen his offens-
es and his defenses progress
and change over the years.”

Kornfeld attributes part
of his monumental success to
his coaching staff.

“The one thing about me
is that I've surrounded myself
with great people. I've got a
great staff said Kornfeld.
“I've always had great offen-
sive minds on my coaching
staff ... as well as great defen-
sive minds.”

Kornfeld gave credit to
many former players who
have come back to help
coach at SLUH. He men-
tioned Stephen Simmons, a
running back and defensive

SLUH to help line coach John
Diffley.

“When he has an open-
ing he looks at alumni who
have played football for him,
first and foremost, because
that's really, really worked
for him and I think it's added
years onto his career,” said
Wehner. “I think these young
guys have rejuvenated Mr.
Kornfeld. I think without the
young guys he would have re-
tired five years ago”

Team trainer Tony Egan
has been with Kornfeld for 26
years.

“Starting out, coach and
T always had a good under-
standing of each other and
really our relationship has
grown into one of the great
friendships of my life,” said
Egan. “It has always been an
honor and a privilege to be
part of coach Kornfeld’s staff”

Not only does Kornfeld
pride himself on his coaching
staff, but also in his family and
the families of his assistant
coaches.

“I always did things with
my kids,” said Kornfeld. “T
always tell my staff, do not
ever forget your family. And if
there is a time when we have to
scout a game on Saturday and
someone has a son or daugh-
ter playing a soccer game then

someone else would go pick it
up. We've always taken care of
one another”

While Kornfeld’s chil-
dren—two sons and a daugh-
ter—played college sports for
nine years straight, his staff
would pick up those games
for him. Now, those roles are
reversed. Kornfeld’s focus on
familial importance is why
so many hold him in high re-
gard.

“Both of my boys, Mi-
chael and Thomas, attended
St. Louis U High and both
played football for Coach
Kornfeld,” said Egan. “So in
many ways it'’s not about my
experience but my family’s
experience. It’s about every-
one that has come through
the program. Whether you're
a player, or a coach, or a par-
ent, you're part of that family
down there and I think coach
Kornfeld would be the first
one to tell you it’s all about all
the different people who have
played or somewhat partici-
pated in the achievements of
the program. It’s a real family
atmosphere.”

Kornfeld had several
other coaching opportuni-
ties over his 27-year tenure at
SLUH, but has never left the
friendly confines of Oakland
Avenue.

“I had my opportunities
to go back to my alma mater
Southeast Missouri State, and
I had a couple of other op-
portunities,” said Kornfeld. “
didn’t want that lifestyle. ’'m a
St. Louis guy and my wife is a
St. Louis gal. I didn’t want to
move my family every three
or four years. I didn't want
that. I enjoy the environment
that I'm in here. I'm sur-
rounded by great kids ... ’'m
in a wonderful place”

Despite the amount of
time that has passed, Kornfeld
still remembers players from
his first team at SLUH. He still
keeps in touch with them to-
day, as he does with many of
his former players.

“Tom Purcell was my
first quarterback,” said Korn-
feld. “Tommy Purcell was a
heck of a leader for us and did
a great job. Tommy was a heck
of a quarterback. He’s in New
York and does real well, he’s
into finances. Hes very suc-
cessful. He comes back once a
year for a game and I have his

son on the sidelines.”

“Tommy Johnston, who
put together the weight room,
was one of my captains on
that team,” added Kornfeld.
“He was at our 200th vic-
tory and 201st victory. I still
see Tommy, he lives in Kirk-
wood.”

But as Kornfeld reflects
on his success over the years,
his humility shows.

“I've never been a num-
bers guy,” said Kornfeld. “My
goal was never to get 200, my
goal was each week I wanted
to get better with the club I
had and that’s the way T still
continue to do it, because if
you look ahead you're going
to be disappointed. Just take
the task at hand and deal with
it and then move on to the
next club””

Kornfeld’s success can
be attributed to many things,
but two in particular are his
planning and his attention to
detail.

“All the success Gary has
had has been through a lot of
hard work and planning,” said
Egan. “I'm always impressed
with the amount of prepara-
tion that he and his coaching
staff put into each and every
game and the discipline he in-
stills in the players. He prac-
tices things like snapping the
ball over the punter’s head. In
looking back at his success it's
about a lot of planning and
focus on details and I see that
every game.”

“When you do the right

things day after day and year
after year and you stick to that
you know youre not guaran-
teed success but your chances
of success go up,” said See.
“That’s a hard thing to do to
stick to your plan and stick
with your values and keep
those things as part of your
program’s culture. Hes sur-
vived a lot of changes in foot-
ball, in the program, in the
coaching staff, and the student
body for years and years”

It is no doubt that Korn-
feld has succeeded and will
continue to succeed on the
sidelines, but his legacy is
more than just a man with a
headset and a navy blue foot-
ball cap.

“For me it was a very
positive experience, you know
I was a young teacher, a new
guy here)” said See. “T always
respected the way he treated
players, the way he treated of-
ficials. He cared about people
in the midst of all the chaos in
trying to win and all that was
something that always came
through?”

“He cares for everyone in
the program, from the fresh-
man who can’t even button
his chinstrap to the senior
who goes on to play division
one football,” said Wehner.
“I think coach Kornfeld has
had a hand in giving a posi-
tive vibe to these boys who've
gone on to be very successful
in life. That’s always been his
hallmark. T don't think he’s
missed a beat”
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Kornfeld at practice in his first season as head coach, 1988.

XC Festival adapts to Aviation Field

(continued from page 1)
more than double the amount
of people at the football game.

“There are so many teams
from all over the region, and
50 many exciting competitors
at the meet,” said senior Joe
Butler, who will be running
the Festival for his fourth and
final time this year.

The Festival started out
relatively small, but through
10 years of excellent race
management, it has grown
into a massive event.

The Festival was born
when a large local meet at Mc-
Cluer North High school was
cancelled in 2004 and about
35 teams needed a new place
to compete. Coaches Jim Lin-
hares and Joe Porter used pri-
or connections with Big River
Running Company, a local
running shoe store and race

timing company, to set up the
first race on Forest Park’s Cen-
tral Fields in 2006. Since then,
the race has gained popular-
ity and the course on Central
Fields has even hosted the Na-
tional Cross Country Cham-
pionships.

The element most unique
to the Festival, however, is its
atmosphere, which can be
enjoyed by runners and fans
at every level of competition.
Whether it is the highest di-
vision of varsity, or a middle
school race, every race has an
announcer keeping track of
the leader, and, since there are
usually about 10,000 people
at the Festival to watch the
races, each race has an endless
line of fans cheering for their
schools.

“It’s exciting when you go
to the starting line and there

are thousands of people lined
up along the course cheering
and screaming,” said Butler.

The fans aren’t the only
source of excitement, though.

“We try to make it more
about atmosphere,” said Por-
ter. “No other meet that T
know of has a sound system
with music blaring, or an
announcer announcing the
leaders’ names.”

Another fun activity that
the Festival features is that
each and every winner, no
matter what division, is inter-
viewed when they cross the
finish line—something espe-
cially exciting for the younger
runners.

The event also draws
large running sponsors to
Forest Park to market their
products. It is not rare to see
a Saucony truck giving out

free gear to fans and athletes,
only adding to the excitement
of the day. SLUH has worked
with Saucony for the last two
years, and this is the largest
event that the company spon-
sors.

The atmosphere is con-
stantly evolving; the board
and the official sponsors are
constantly dreaming up new
ways to make the meet excit-
ing.

“We've even had photo
booths in the past. Whatever
we can get our sponsors to
come up with and be creative
with,” said Porter. “We actu-
ally looked into contracting
a company to have a drone
follow the lead pack and take
video. Were willing to spend
more money so that people
will have a good experience.”

Another  enhancement
of atmosphere in the Festi-

val is the presence of an of-
ficial “athlete’s village,” which
is often absent in smaller
meets where teams spread
out around the course to set
up their tents. At the festival,
teams all set up in one place.
This is the same setup used in
the State Championship meet.

“It’s similar to the State
atmosphere, but it’s less pres-
sure, and you can enjoy the at-
mosphere more,” said Butler.

The event has quickly
become one of the premiere
meets in the region, draw-
ing teams from nine different
states, including Illinois and
Wisconsin, and 126 different
high schools.

After nine years at Cen-
tral Fields, the Festival’s loca-
tion has been moved to Avia-
tion Field for this year’s meet.

The location of the Fes-
tival was forced to change be-

cause LouFest is taking place
on the same weekend. Loufest
has traditionally been held on
the weekend after Labor Day,
while the Festival has been
held on the second week of
September. This year, how-
ever, those two dates happen
to be at the same time.

The decision to move the
location of the meet was the
result of city contracts, park
permits, meetings with the
mayor’s office, and LouFest
lobbyists. SLUH  President
David Laughlin represented
SLUH in many of the meet-
ings with the mayor’s office
and LouFest lobbyists.

C3 Presents, the compa-
ny that manages some of the
country’s biggest music festi-
vals including Loufest, Lolla-
palooza, and Austin City Lim-
its, won the permit and will be

continued on page 5
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Stundent work to be featured in art gallery

(continued from page 1)

past due to the lack of space.
Now Bugnitz, Rebholz, and
Powers can take their classes
into the gallery to view other
students’ art work and offer
advice from a different view-
point.

“It’s really helpful to take
a step back at both your peers’
and your own work said
Rebholz.

To prepare for the transi-
tion, the teachers have been
hard at work. Since the sum-
mer, they've been moving
items into storage to clear out
the room. The teachers have
also been scrubbing the walls
to remove traces of chalk and
charcoal from previous years.

Bugnitz and Rebholz
spent time over the summer
framing all of the student
pieces. The frames they used
were purchased using money
donated from the Nahlik fam-
ily, whose five sons attended
SLUH, four years ago. For-
mer art teacher John Mueller
and Bugnitz started using that
money to frame pictures, but
didn’t finish the process then.

“We wanted to use the
money for something that
would benefit the community
and last beyond new equip-
ment or technology, said
Bugnitz.

The art department recently decided to use the art gallery year round for displays.

“(The gallery) will re-
quire constant upkeep that we
are more than ready to do)
said Rebholz.

The teachers are still
looking for furniture to pop-
ulate the room and make it
more inviting to students and
teachers looking to do work
quietly. If the search for fur-
niture is fruitful enough, the
department envisions entire
classes using it for a period
here or there as a break from
the classrooms.

“I really enjoy the open-

ness of the gallery,” said Pow-
ers.

In the past, the room has
been used as a classroom for
most of the school year and
converted back into a gallery
for the end-of-the-year art
show. Because of a drop in the
number of Ceramics students,
ceramics teacher Sarah Reb-
holz took on an extra Engi-
neering Graphics class which
freed up new arrival Sean
Powers to take on one of art
teacher Joan Bugnitz’s Draw-
ing 1 classes that had previ-
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ously met in that room.

The room was originally
designed as an art gallery, but
because of spatial issues in the
art wing, it was converted into
a classroom full of drawing
horses and plastic fruits for
years. The conversion back
could lead to issues with Bug-
nitz’s classes, but it’s a risk the
art department felt was totally
outweighed by the benefits.

“Its gonna be hard los-
ing a classroom, but it’s some-
thing I felt we had to do,” said
Bugnitz.

Forest Park XC Festival
loses permit to Loufest

(continued from page 4)
hosting the music festival on
Central Fields, a quarter mile
from Aviation Field.

SLUH was given the op-
tion of hosting the Festival at
Aviation Field, the archery
range, or around Bull Lake—
the lake around the side of
the planetarium. LouFest also
gave up 300 parking spots to
the Festival, which will help
out drastically because of the
thousands of people that will
be there.

“Though wed rather be
at Central Fields, we were able
to put together a pretty nice
course on Aviation Field,” said
Porter. “People are going to
like it; it’s a little more scenic
though it is a little bit tougher
with a couple nice hills. It's
plenty wide for the most part
which is nice”

In the past, there have
been two divisions in each
race—a more competitive and
less competitive. But, because
of the number of athletes as
well as the size of the course,
the Festival has decided to add
a third division. The divisions
are green, gold, and white,
with green being the top divi-
sion, gold being the middle,
and white being the bottom.

All of the SLUH runners will
be racing in the green divi-
sion.

There are 15 races in
total, including an open 5K
race; a boys and girls college
division; boys and girls high
school varsity; boys and girls
high school JV; boys and girls
high school freshmen; and
boys and girls middle school.

The Festival would not
be possible if it weren't for
Joshua Carron, Head of Ur-
ban Forestry, who has helped
maintain and trim trees along
the course; Alan Jankowski,
Head of Maintenance for all
city parks, who cut the acres
of grass and helped fix poor
footing; and the SLUH cross
country coaching staff, who
have worked hard to fix issues
with footing as well as design-
ing the new course.

The 2015 Forest Park
Cross Country Festival takes
place on Aviation Field in For-
est Park tomorrow. The JV 5K
race is at 10:05 a.m., the var-
sity 5K is at 1:20 p.m., and the
freshman boys race at 2:15.
Go to fpxc.com to get more
information about parking,
the times for the other races,
and results.

Alumni work on building

archives

(continued from page 1)

that formally presents the his-
tory of the school where ev-
eryone can access it.

The first option is a hard-
bound book, similar to a
“coffee table” type book that
would be offered for sale.

The second possibility is a
high quality video that would
be posted on the SLUH web-
site and YouTube and would
offer personal stories and ex-
periences from students, fac-
ulty, staff, administrators, and
alumni.

The third opportunity
is the most expansive, as it
involves transforming one
part of the school into “an
electronic, living museum,”
as Donohue puts it. In a per-
fect world, SLUH could house
these archives, perhaps in one
room or several places on the
campus. Similar to the Com-
mons timeline, this interactive
museum would include a vari-
ety of artifacts.

“It’s a dream,” said Dono-
hue. “It’s a living testimony to
what the school is all about.”

This third idea is the ar-
chivists' favorite, as it would
create opportunities to update
the archives far past the bicen-
tennial.

“We want the absolute
best, but the reality is: what's it
cost?” said Thomas. “And how
do we go about doing that?”

The group has contacted
the director of the Central
United States Jesuit Archives
in order to find the best way to
accumulate, store, and man-
age the archives. They have
also visited St. Louis Universi-
ty’s libraries and the St. Louis
Mercantile Library for addi-
tional research.

“Basically, all of this
stuff needs to be preserved,”

said Schilligo. “If we don’t do
something to preserve it, it’s
going to be lost and future
classes won't have this history
there to see”

Alumni are also able to
contribute to this project in
many ways, including sending
information about themselves
or any artifacts that hold his-
torical significance for SLUH.

“Were trying to find
more stories of not just people
who were famous, but who
did significant things in that
‘men for others’ category,” said
St. Vrain.

“It's important for all of
us,” said Laughlin of the proj-
ect. “This is a school with a re-
ally rich history, so to be able
to capture that in a way that’s
meaningful and organized
when we really haven't done
that as much before, I think
will be a great thing”

‘The group has been meet-
ing regularly on Thursdays.

In the spring of 2016 the
archivists will start to put to-
gether a formal plan from one
(or more) of those three pos-
sible outcomes.

“Things are evolving,
and young guys will take this
directions we aren’t even en-
visioning,” said St. Vrain. “The
idea is that we can start some-
thing and others build on it”

“You can keep constantly
feeding these things with the
living history of the school,
and it keeps the bond alive—
that to me is what this school
is all about,” said Donohue.
“It’s all about a band of broth-

ers.
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English Books Read at SLUH

Punctuation marks are included.

Down

1. “Til death do us part.” (fr.)

this book. (jr.)

normal. (s0.)

11. It's all Iago’s fault. (ir.)

Across

2. A pregnant teen living with two farmers in Holt,

Colorado. (s0.)

6. “Fair is foul, and foul is fair.” (so.)
= 7. American Literature’s Odyssey. (fr.)
9. Maybe kids aren't so cute after all. (fr.)
12. Comedy and irony are like two smooth scoops of
vanilla ice-cream. (so.)

3. Grab the golden ring, Phobe! (so.) (ex.)
4. Everyone except you will seem crazy after reading

5. To read, or not to read, that is the question. (jr.)
8. The perfect book to make your family seem more

10. Wil this poem ever end? (fr.)
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