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Learning to See Falsely 
 

Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the wild animals that the Lord God had made. He asked 
the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You shall not eat from any of the trees in the garden’?” The 
woman answered the serpent: “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; it is only about the 
fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden that God said, ‘You shall not eat it or even touch it, or else 
you will die.’” But the serpent said to the woman: “You certainly will not die! God knows well that 
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods, who know good and evil.” 
 
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eyes, and the tree was 
desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some of its fruit and ate it; and she also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 

 
When they heard the sound of the Lord God walking about in the garden at the breezy time of the 
day, the man and his wife hid themselves from the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  (Gen 
3:1-8) 

 
 
“God Appears on Earth!” … almost unnoticed  
 

Who would believe what we have heard?  
To whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?  
He grew up like a sapling before him,  
like a shoot from the parched earth; 
He had no majestic bearing to catch our eye, 
no beauty to draw us to him. […] 
 
Though harshly treated, he submitted 
and did not open his mouth; 
Like a lamb led to slaughter 
or a sheep silent before shearers, 
he did not open his mouth.   (Is 53:1-2, 7) 

 
 
Restoring our Sight 
 

That very day two of [the disciples] were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were 
talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. But their eyes were 
kept from recognizing him. […] 
 
So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He appeared to be going further, but they 
constrained him, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he 



went in to stay with them. When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke 
it, and gave it to them. And their eyes were opened and they recognized him; and he vanished out of 
their sight. They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the 
road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?”  
 
And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the Eleven gathered together 
and those who were with them, who said, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 
Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the 
bread. (Luke 24: 13-16, 28-35) 

 
 
 
 
 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
 
 

(1) What are the things that vie for my attention? What do I spend time watching, looking at, thinking 
about? How are they teaching me to see?  [What about my children and my family as a whole?] 

 
(2) When have I experienced my heart burning at the presence of God? How and where have I 

experienced God giving his very self to me? 
 
(3) What are the challenges that I and my family face in carving out time for silence and prayer? How 

can we specially protect the time before Mass each week so that God can use that encounter to form 
us more profoundly and refresh us in his love? 

 


