
 
 

SLUH Football First in State to 
Invest in Revolutionary Helmet Technology 

 
(September 2018) – St. Louis University High School’s football program, which began in 1916, 
was among the first to compete in the metropolitan area. Today the program is the first in 
Missouri to invest in a full team set of helmets by VICIS, which provides cutting edge technology 
focused on player safety. 
 
“In the spirit of the magis, we continually seek ways to improve our program for the benefit of 
our student athletes and their safety,” says Athletic Director Chris Muskopf ’91. “While we are 
confident with our current football helmet technology, VICIS has fast become the gold standard 
in the industry and we are fortunate to be able to invest in it.” 
 
The VICIS ZERO1 model, which SLUH will use, is a highly-engineered football helmet designed to 
reduce impact forces. It is the culmination of a three-year, $20-million research and development 
effort shaped by some of the world’s leading athletes, engineers and neurosurgeons. 
 
The ZERO1’s multiple layers work together to slow impact forces. The helmet features a soft 
outer shell and an underlying layer of columns designed to mitigate collisions from multiple 
directions. The ZERO1 delivers breakthroughs in safety based on current, state-of-the-art testing 
protocols. It also elevates performance, featuring the industry’s widest field of peripheral view, 
while providing an optimal, custom fit for each player with a removable inner liner. 
 
The VICIS ZERO1 performed better than all other helmets in the 2018 NFL/NFLPA 
Laboratory Testing, receiving the best combined score across all helmet impact locations and 
velocities. VICIS was able to achieve even better testing results this year, while also reducing the 
weight and cost of the ZERO1.  
 
The VICIS ZERO1 also performed better than all helmets tested in the Virginia Tech® Helmet 
Ratings™. The ratings result from more than 10 years of research on on-field head impacts and, 
according to Virginia Tech, identify which helmets best reduce head injury risk. 
 
VICIS has attracted support from some of football’s greatest current and former players, who 
have invested in the company or provide advisory services. Seattle Seahawk’s Russell Wilson 
wore the ZERO1 last season and explained why he loved it on a panel with NFL Commissioner, 
Roger Goodell, at the NFL's First and Future Event at SBLII in Minneapolis. 
 
The purchase of SLUH’s team set of VICIS ZERO1 helmets was made possible by a generous, 
anonymous benefactor. 


