
Dear Sophomore Parents,               October 11, 2017 
 
 
Even though we are still in the first quarter, we are already thinking ahead to a couple of big events which occur in 
the fourth quarter for the Class of 2020. Sophomore Retreat occurs in April, and Sophomore Conversations take 
place in the weeks following the retreat. Retreat helps prepare your son for the conversations that will follow. The 
purpose of this letter is to give you some important information and ask you for some help with Sophomore Retreat. 
 
First of all, the retreat will take place from 3:00 PM on Wednesday, April 4 to 3:00 PM on Thursday, April 5, 2018. 
This is a required activity for all sophomores and a very valuable experience to be shared by the entire class. As 
such, we expect that every sophomore will be in attendance the entire time and ask that, in your planning, you make 
sure that your son’s schedule is free from conflict for those two days. Mr. Muskopf and the spring sports coaches 
have very generously released sophomores from their practice & game commitments for Wednesday, and the 
retreat will end in time for sophomores to participate in athletics and co-curriculars on Thursday. 
 
On Wednesday evening, we will conclude our time here on campus with a family Mass in the student chapel. We 
hope that each student will have one of his parents with him for the liturgy, and that you will sit together. The Mass 
is scheduled to begin at 6:00, and we’ll of course send you more information as we get closer to April. 
 
Our final request is the most complicated. There is an overnight component with Sophomore Retreat, and to pull 
this off, we are asking sophomore families to open up their homes. The homes where the guys stay would simply 
need a place for five or so of them to sleep. They would not need any special facilities for sleeping. An arrangement 
of sleeping bags on the floor would be fine. Each group, parents and sons, would leave SLUH after Mass and go to 
one house for dinner. Dinner could be potluck, ordered in, or cooked by one family, as your group chooses. The 
adults and sophomores would spend the evening together, viewing and discussing a movie. The movie is chosen by 
the retreat directors and is connected to the theme of the journey of a young man from childhood to maturity, an 
important theme of the retreat. We ask that all sophomores have a parent or guardian with them for the meal, 
movie, and discussion. Then, we want all the boys to get some rest at that home and be ready to go to school the 
next day. 
 
Each sophomore has chosen six classmates he’d like to spend the evening and night with, and we are in the process 
of splitting the class into approximately 50 groups of five or so guys. We need about 50 homes to step forward and 
host these small groups that night. If you would be willing to host the dinner & movie and sleepover, please go to 
this link to sign up. We will hold training for host families during February 2018.  
 
We take very seriously our commitment to your son’s spiritual development, and are working hard to give the class 
an excellent retreat experience. We know that you have sent your son to St. Louis U. High because you value that 
aspect of his development, and we look forward to partnering with you in the process. As always, if you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to call or email any one of us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ian Gibbons S.J. Frank J. Corley Simonie Anzalone 
Principal Sophomore Class Moderator Campus Ministry 
igibbons@sluh.org fcorley@sluh.org sanzalone@sluh.org  
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