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Welcome to SLUH!

This booklet is designed to help you become familiar with 
the various activities and fundraisers hosted by the  SLUH 
Mothers’ Club.  We have included general information and  
frequently asked questions. Although SLUH is a very 
traditional school, we are always open to new and creative 
ideas.  Please feel free at any time to contact the Mothers’ 
Club office at (314) 531-0330, ext.2107 or 
www.moms@sluh.org or any Mothers’ Club officer to get 
answers to your questions.  Please join us in being a “Mom 
for Others” just as your son becomes a “Man for Others”. 

What is a Junior Billiken?

The Billiken became a huge national craze around the year 
1909, appearing as a statuette, a bank and on postcards.  
The craze was similar to that of the “Cabbage Patch Kids” 
of the early 1980’s.  It was just a silly thing, a brief but fun 
trend.  The Billiken was a make-believe mythical god—“The 
God of Luckiness” or “The God of Things as They Ought to 
Be”.  

During the height of this craze, St. Louis University had a 
nationally renowned football team.  Their chubby, round-
faced coach, John Bender, resembled a Billiken.  The 
sportswriters of the day began referring to him as “Billiken 
Bender” and eventually referred to the team as “Bender’s 
Billikens”.  By 1916, Bender had left, but the name lived on.  
The mascot of the sports teams for St. Louis University have 
been know as the Billikens ever since. In 1924, the high 
school (SLUH) and the college (SLU) were separated, and 
the high school moved to its current campus on Oakland 
Avenue.  Since then, SLU teams have been known as the 
Billikens and SLUH teams, the Junior Billikens.   
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Does the Mothers’ Club help to organize other events 
and activities?
 
Below is a list of some of the many activities that are 
sponsored and organized by SLUH the Mothers’ Club.  
Please consult the school calendar for dates.
 
• Welcome Parent Coffee
• Freshman and Senior Cookie Sales in fall and spring
• Honduras Baby Project
• Card Party - Girls Day Out
• Mother-Son Mass and Luncheon
• Fall Open House
• Drive for the Homeless
• Halloween Costume Collection for St. Vincent de Paul
• SLUHtique 

• Adopt-A-Family (run by Campus Ministry)
• Loyola Christmas Party and Santa Shop
• Adoration – during Advent and Lent
• Mothers’ Club Day of Recollection
• Incoming Freshmen Reception
• Mother Son Trivia Night
• Mom Prom for Seniors
• Mardi Gras Breakfast for SLUH faculty and staff
• Cashbah
• Teacher and Staff Appreciation lunches
• Senior Follies Reception
• Junior Ring Reception
• Graduation Mass and Dinner
• Senior Lock-In

These four years at SLUH go by so fast.  
Get involved by joining the SLUH Mothers’ Club!
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How do I find SLUH’s website?

The address of SLUH’s website is www.sluh.org.  From the 
homepage you have many options:  check athletic events, 
download the Prep News, obtain contact information for 
teachers and staff, check the SLUH calendar, confirm All-
School Mothers’ Club and Fathers’ Club events, and check 
your son’s grades on Powerschool.  There is a list of 
frequently asked questions in the Parent section - Freshmen 
Parents.

Tell me about the Mothers’ Club…

In December of 1927, Fr. William F. Parry, S.J., then Principal 
of SLUH, called a meeting of the mothers of SLUH students to 
express his gratitude for the successful card party organized 
to help defray the cost of repairing extensive damage done 
to the school and chapel due to a tornado which swept 
through the city.  At this thank you meeting, one of the 
women suggested the formation of a Mothers’ Club with the 
purpose of rendering financial assistance for the future as 
well as the present.  This met with the hearty approval of all, 
and Mrs. Victoria Cervantes was unanimously elected the 
Club’s first President.

Are there Mothers’ Club dues?

No, there are no dues.  All mothers of sons at SLUH are 
automatically members of the SLUH Mothers’ Club.  Mothers’ 
Club fundraisers, (e.g., the Card Party, SLUHtique Christmas 
Boutique, Trivia Night and the sale of our cookbook) provide 
needed funds.  The largest event we fund is the Graduation 
Dinner for all graduates and their parents. 

When are the Mothers’ Club Meetings? 

The first meeting is held late in August, and is a great 
informational introduction to the Mothers’ Club.   
Notifications of Mother’s Club events and meetings are 
posted on the school calendar, posted on the Mothers’ Club 
Facebook page and on twitter, and in the Mothers’ Club 
newsletter.
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What is Senior Lock-In?

 Senior Lock-In is held on the evening of Senior Graduation 
and begins around 10:00 p.m.  The Lock-In is held at a local 
community center, with nearly every graduate from the 
Senior Class attending.  There is no cost to the boys for this 
all-night event.  Money raised by the Mothers’ Club as well 
as by donations is used to cover the cost.  Senior parents are 
asked to help chaperone this fun-filled night, which ends 
with a sunrise Mass offered by the Jesuits.

Is there a SLUH Alumni Mothers’ Club?

 After their sons graduate from SLUH, all mothers receive an 
invitation to join the SLUH Alumni Mothers’ Club.  Dues are 
nominal, and membership is, of course, optional.  This group 
offers social, spiritual and philanthropic activities.  More 
information can be found under the “Parents” link of the 
SLUH home page.
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Do students bring or buy their lunch?

Many students bring their lunch, but the Cafeteria also offers 
a wide array of foods for purchase.  Some students bring a 
portion of their lunch and then purchase a side dish or drink.  
Vending machines are also available.  You may add money 
to your meal card (student ID) by bringing in cash or a check 
made payable to Food Service Consultants at any time. 
Simply give the payment to the cashier in the cafeteria. The 
monies are immediately added to your account for the 
student’s use. 

Are parents invited to attend All-School Masses?

All-School Masses are held four times each year.  The first 
mass is held off campus and the other three are held in the 
Si Commons. Parents are welcome to attend.  In addition, 
parents are also welcome at daily Mass held in the SLUH 
Chapel each weekday morning at 7:20 a.m.

What are Family Masses?  What is the Grandparents Mass?

Twice a year SLUH invites the boys and their families to 
attend a special Family Mass.  The first is held in September 
and the second is in February.  They are usually held in the 
SLUH Chapel.  The Mothers’ and Fathers’ Clubs of SLUH 
sponsor and help plan these Masses.  Selected students and 
their parents help by participating and speaking at the Mass.  
These Masses are followed by a light continental breakfast in 
the Si Commons.
 
The Grandparents’ Mass is held once a year in the spring.  
The grandparents and families of SLUH students are invited to 
attend Mass on this Sunday in the Si Commons.  Members of 
the SLUH student body are asked to speak on the 
significance of their families—especially their grandparents—
in their lives.  This Mass is also followed by a light continental 
breakfast in the Danis Lobby.
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What is Cashbah?

Cashbah is SLUH’s largest fundraising event.  This spectacular 
dinner auction is held each year in early spring.  With an 
event of this scope and size, many volunteers in many 
capacities are needed to ensure its success!  A brochure 
describing volunteer opportunities for this event will be sent 
to each family through the Mothers’ Club mailing.  The 
Cashbah e-mail address is www.cashbah@sluh.org, or (314) 
531-0330, ext. 2158 or 2019.

When are Parent-Teacher Conferences?

Parent-Teacher Conferences are held twice each academic 
year.  In the fall, following first quarter report cards, these 
conferences are offered on specific dates without 
scheduled appointments.  Following the third quarter exams  
conferences are offered by appointment only.  You may also 
contact your son’s teachers at any time throughout the year  
if you have questions or concerns.  Teacher contact 
information can be found at www.sluh.org, under the 
Faculty/Staff heading, or by calling the switchboard at (314) 
531-0330.

What is Powerschool and how can I access it?

Powerschool is the data delivery system used by SLUH.  At 
this site you will find your son’s grades to date, his 
attendance history, teacher comments and email, and the 
student Buzz Book.  You can access Powerschool at: http://
powerschool.sluh.org:8080//public .  You will then enter your 
Powerschool Parent Confidential ID and Parent Password.  
Your son will also have access to this site, with his own 
Confidential ID and Student Password.  ID and Password 
information is usually sent to you from the school office in a 
late summer mailing.  If you request, you may receive email 
notifications from Powerschool.
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What are some ways I can become involved in the Mothers’ 
Club?

The Mothers’ Club needs your help.  There are many 
volunteer opportunities, some lasting a few hours and others 
requiring more responsibility and commitment.  The many 
volunteer positions are described in the Volunteer Brochure 
sent with the July newsletter.  On the SLUH Mothers’ Club 
website click on the link Volunteer Form to sign up.  Not sure 
which event to volunteer for, click to be a “General 
Volunteer” and you will be called when we need extra 
hands.  Volunteering is a great way to give valuable time to 
the Mothers’ Club and meet other SLUH moms at the same 
time.  No special talent or skill is necessary, other than a 
friendly smile and a willingness to work while getting to know 
other SLUH moms.  

How do I sign up to receive Mothers’ Club Tweets?

You can receive important information about school 
and Mothers’ Club events by visiting us on Facebook 
and following us on Twitter at @sluhmoms. 
If you don’t have a Twitter account you can still receive our 
tweets as a text on your phone.  Just text 
“follow@sluhmoms” (don’t type quotes) to the number 
40404.   Join the Mothers’ Club Facebook page:  https://
www.facebook.com/SLUHMoms

How can I purchase a copy of the SLUH Cookbook?

The SLUH cookbook, SLUH Cooks! Vol. II is available for 
purchase at most Mothers’ Club events and online at the 
SLUH website.  The cost is $5.00 per book or $11.00 if you 
want it delivered to your home.

What is the Martha Committee?

The Martha Committee was designed to assist SLUH families 
and staff in time of need.  Whatever the need—meals, rides, 
cards or flowers—the Martha Committee is there to tend to 
it.  If you, or someone you know, require this kind of special 
assistance during a time of need, please contact the 
Mothers’ Club at moms@sluh.org or (314)531-0330, ext. 2107.
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What is Mom Prom and when does it occur?
 
Mom Prom is held each spring, and it provides an evening of 
dinner and dancing for senior moms and their sons.  The 
event is attended by nearly 100% of the senior students and 
their mothers. This festive night is held away from the school.  
The dress code for the evening is coat and tie for students 
and anything from dressy casual to prom dresses for moms.  
Some moms even receive a corsage from their sons!
 
What are Senior Follies?
 
Senior Follies are held in late spring in the SLUH theatre.  They 
are an opportunity for seniors to write and direct a 
production, under the supervision of a faculty monitor, 
about their experiences during their four years at SLUH.  It is a 
wonderfully funny and entertaining evening for all and is 
much anticipated each year.  All members of the SLUH 
community are invited to attend.  Tickets may be purchased 
by calling the SLUH box office at (314) 531-0330, ext. 2173.  
The Mothers’ Club hosts a light reception for senior parents 
and sons following the last performance.
 
When and where is Senior Graduation?
 
Senior Graduation is traditionally held at the Peabody 
Opera House on the Sunday afternoon of Memorial Day 
weekend.  A Baccalaureate Mass and Dinner is held at SLUH 
the evening before graduation for the seniors and their 
parents.  The Graduation Dinner is hosted by junior moms 
and served by SLUH moms and dads.  The Mothers’ Club 
covers the cost of this dinner.  No fee is charged to the 
senior families for this event.  Many workers are needed and 
non-senior parents are encouraged to volunteer.                                                        
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How can my son buy a yearbook?

Yearbooks are part of the tuition bill paid each year at SLUH.  
Yearbooks are distributed the following year, in the fall.

What are Sophomore and Junior Interviews?

Each student and his parents meet with a SLUH faculty 
member at the end of sophomore year to review the 
student’s and parents’ experience to date.  They also discuss 
the direction the student might take for the next two years 
with regard to course work and extra-curricular activity.
During the second semester of junior year, each student and 
his parents, meet with his guidance counselor to discuss 
potential career goals and the college selection/
application process.
Parents receive a letter from the SLUH administration 
explaining how to schedule both these meetings. 

What are Senior Projects?

January of senior year, students go out into the community 
to engage in service activities. Students receive a booklet in 
the fall with information detailing the many options for these 
projects.  Sites include, but are not limited to, schools, nursing 
homes, hospitals, and the Honduras Nutrition Center, which is 
supported by the SLUH community.  Parents are invited to a 
“Commissioning Ceremony” in December for SLUH seniors 
prior to the start of their project.

What is the Welcome Parent Coffee?

In late summer, all parents are invited to attend a light 
breakfast while their son is attending Orientation.  This is a 
chance to meet other SLUH parents, learn  about the 
Mothers’ Club and sign up to become involved at SLUH.

What is SLUH Back-To-School Night?

Traditionally held early in the first semester, this evening gives 
parents the chance to meet the teachers and get a brief 
overview of the classes their son is taking.  It is followed by 
light refreshments in the Si Commons hosted by the Mothers’ 
Club.  (This event is not intended to be a substitute for the 
Parent-Teacher Conferences, where personal discussion of 
your son is appropriate.)  
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What is the Freshman Cookie Sale?

All Freshman Moms are asked to participate in this activity 
by sending an assigned number of cookies or snacks to 
school.  The Freshman Moms staff the Cookie Sale for two 
days in the fall, raising money for the Mothers’ Club at the 
same time.  This is a great opportunity to become involved 
at SLUH and meet some new Moms at the same time.

What is the “Card Party – Girls Day Out“ and when is it?

The SLUH Card Party is held in the fall, usually in October, of 
each school year.  This event offers a huge variety of 
volunteer opportunities, ranging from making crafts, to 
working and serving at the actual event or chairing a booth.  
Or reserve a table and spend a fun afternoon with friends 
and or family playing cards or board games, shopping, 
having lunch or visiting the Bakery Booth for delicious 
homemade desserts.

What is the Mother-Son Mass and Lunch?

This event began in 2002.  Sunday Mass is held in the Si 
Commons, followed by a lunch in the Danis Field House.  
Mass is lead by the Jesuits from SLUH, and the students and 
their moms assist with readings, music and Mass preparation.  
This is NOT a fund-raising event, and its cost is intended only 
to cover expenses.

What is SLUHtique?

 This Mothers’ Club fundraiser is held annually in late 
November or early December and features Mass in the SLUH 
Chapel, lunch in the Danis Lobby and a boutique with 60+ 
vendors in the SLUH Commons.  Entertainment is provided by 
the SLUH Chorus and the SLUH Jazz Band.

What is Mother Son Trivia Night?

 This fun, informal event takes place in early March with 
moms and sons teaming up to test their knowledge, have 
fun and win prizes!  We always need lots of Dad volunteers 
to help host the event.
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What is Parent’s Network?

This group plans and organizes, with other Catholic high 
schools in the area, informative meetings and lectures on 
topics of interest to parents of high school students.

What is the Marcy Wyrsch Fund?

Marcy Wyrsch was a very special Mothers’ Club volunteer 
who died a few years ago.  After her death, this fund was 
established in her memory.  Its purpose is to help offset the 
cost of special SLUH events, such as Mother-Son Mass and 
Lunch, prom, etc.,for  financially challenged students.  This 
assistance is confidential, and all inquiries should be 
submitted to Dr. Kesterson, Vice President of Student Life.

What is the SLUH Bookstore?  Where is it?

The SLUH Bookstore (Spirit Store) offers a variety of wonderful 
SLUH memorabilia.   Boys can purchase their locker locks 
and the required gym shorts and shirts at the Spirit Store. It is 
located just off the main SLUH reception area. During the 
school year, it has regular hours from 7:30 am to 3:30 pm. 

What is the Prep News?

The Prep News is the weekly SLUH newspaper written and 
edited by SLUH students.  Loaded with informative and 
interesting articles and photos, it is distributed each Friday in 
homeroom, and appears on the SLUH website at 
www.sluh.org .  You may also subscribe to have it delivered 
to your personal e-mail account so you never miss an issue!
 

4

How can I access a current Student Buzz Book?

Student Buzz Books are available online at the Powerschool 
website, http://powerschool.sluh.org:8080/public.   You will 
need your Powerschool Parent Confidential ID and Parent 
Password.  Once you have logged on to the site, click on the 
Billiken icon.  Paper versions of the Buzz Book are available in 
the school office.

When are school mixers and formal dances?

School mixers are casual dances held on the SLUH campus, 
which provide SLUH students the opportunity to mingle with 
girls from local high schools.  A small entrance fee is charged 
at the door.  Boys must have a SLUH ID for admittance.  The 
mixers are held twice per year – traditionally the first Friday 
evening of the new school year, and the weekend following 
Mission Week. Mixers are sponsored by the Student Council 
and occasionally the dress for the mixers may have a theme.

Formal dances are held once per year for the 
freshmen and sophomore class.  Junior and Senior 
classes traditionally have a Fall Dance and Winter 
Dance.  Juniors also have a Ring Dance the night of 
their school Ring Ceremony.  These dances require 
that boys wear a suit or jacket and tie.  Seniors have a 
Spring Prom, which requires formal attire.  Tickets for 
all formal dances are sold in advance and dates are 
not mandatory to attend these dances.  Parents 
receive a letter prior to formal dances detailing cost, 
date, location, expected behavior and a faculty 
contact telephone number.

What is the “Running of the Bills”?

This is also known as Freshman Fun Day, and it is traditionally 
held prior to one of the first home football games.  The 
freshmen are invited to participate in games and a 
barbeque on the SLUH campus, after which they are 
painted “SLUH Blue” and run as a group into the stadium!  
Parents are encouraged to attend this football game to 
watch their sons enter and cheer at the game.  (We suggest 
having an old beach towel in your car to wrap your son in 
for the ride home, and a garbage bag for his shoes to avoid 
blue paint in your car!)
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